This course will explore key theories and methods in the study of political violence with a specific focus on insurgency and terrorism. We will focus on the key why's how's and what's in the study of terrorism and insurgency. The focus in the class is less on a specific geographic or substantive area then on learning to think conceptually and theoretically and how to produce analytical research. Each week we will read foundational works in the field and also discuss not only the findings but how they were found. This will be then applied to the ongoing research efforts students will be making in the class.
Course Requirements
Participation 50% The course will be taught in a seminar fashion built around the class working jointly on research and exercises. This means that we will all be dependent on the efforts of others and participation will determine the success of the learning experience. Participation is more than attendance, it includes active and thoughtful participation in all elements of the class. Active and thoughtful participation is dependent on a thorough reading of the material as well as preparation for exercises to be conducted in class as well as debriefing reports.
Final Project 50%
You have three choices for a final project. All final projects should be 20 -30 pages double spaced not including bibliographical material. The first choice is to write a research paper. Writing a research paper is hard work and is difficult to do in a semester. It is the bread and butter of social science and you need to have practice doing original research. This class will provide you such an opportunity. Because of the time pressures that are created by trying to write a good research paper in one semester, research papers can be done in teams with up to three members (Teams will all receive the same grade for the final project they turn in). Each final project will use the format of an article covered by the literature as a model.. It should be a completed research project testing two or more plausible rival hypotheses drawn from the literature using a well thought out methodology. The second choice for the final project can be a comprehensive literature review of the state of the literature on a dependent or independent variable that relates to political violence. Literature reviews will be expected to be based on a review article and will follow the form used in journals. The third project can be a comprehensive overview of a set of specific terrorist or insurgent organizations and their histories. In addition to a time line of organizational behavior and government response this type of project will review the literature on the group and theoretical findings that have been made about this group. All projects should have an annotated bibliography.
Questions Education is about learning. This class is about material you have probably not covered before in this context. If you have questions or things are unclear -ask questions. Ask them in lecture and feel free to call (if I am in my office at 10pm I will answer the phone) or email the instructor whenever to ask for further clarification. This includes any problems you might have about e-reserve or any other technical aspect of the course.
Accommodations: "Reasonable accommodations will be provided for students with documented physical, sensory, systemic, cognitive, learning and psychiatric disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring accommodation in this class, please notify the Director of Disabled Student Services (Campus Center 137, . That office will provide the course instructor with verification of your disability, and will recommend appropriate accommodations (http://www.albany.edu/studentlife/dss/Accommodation.html)." . If you wish to discuss academic accommodations for this course please also inform the instructor as soon as possible. In addition, the instructor will make every effort to accommodate difficulties arising from religious observance. You are asked to bring any possible conflicts to the instructor's attention as soon as possible. Students should not expect that, if they do poorly on an exam or other assignment, to claim, at that time, the need of an accommodation. This statement is to preclude that problem, and allow people with a need for accommodations to be treated fairly and appropriately. Office hours Office hours are your opportunity to get personalized guidance for assignments as well as help better understanding the course material. Take advantage of it. If office hours are not at a good time for you then please email me your phone number and we will call you to set up a time that works in order to meet.
Ombudsperson "A government official, especially in Scandinavian countries, who investigates citizens' complaints against the government or its functionaries (www.answers.com)." One student will be asked to volunteer to act as an ombudsperson and will meet with me on a regular basis to offer feedback from students in terms of the direction the course is going and bring to my attention any problems with reading, assignments or other material. 
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